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Gateway Interagency 
Fire Front 

and 
Three Rivers RC&D

Decreasing the threat of wildfire 
in the wildland-urban interface

GIFF History
• 1987 Johnny Creek Fire
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Major Evacuation
• 300 - 400 homes threatened
• 2,000 residents evacuated
• 700 firefighters

GIFF Members

• Fort Hall Fire
• Chubbuck Fire
• Pocatello Fire
• Pocatello Valley Fire
• Inkom Fire
• BLM and Caribou National Forest
• Bannock County Emergency Services and  

Support Agencies
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GIFF Mission

• Suppression Support  
• Fire Prevention
• Overall Coordination

• 2003 – 2004 Local Students make up 
Wildland Fire Education Program 
(WFEP)

Three Rivers RC&D Fire Education 
Program History

• 2000 National Wildfire Season

• 2001 – 2002 Student Conservation 
Association Fire Education Corps

• This summer, WFEP continues

WFEP Mission

To reduce the threat 
of wildfire by creating 
Firewise communities 
while respecting and 
complementing other 

values such as 
aesthetics, privacy, 

recreation, and 
wildlife

WFEP Team and WFEP Team and 
Pocatello Fire MarshallPocatello Fire Marshall

WFEP        
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Partners of the WFEPPartners of the WFEP

Pocatello Fire Department

WFEP        

Idaho Department of Lands

Gateway Interagency Fire Front (GIFF)

Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
United States Forest Service (USFS)

Objectives of the WFEP

Sponsor fuel reduction projects

WFEP        

MultiMulti--home and Cost Share Projectshome and Cost Share Projects

RiverfestRiverfest -- Pocatello, IDPocatello, ID

Objectives of the WFEP

Provide educational materials about Provide educational materials about 
Firewise principles and practicesFirewise principles and practices

WFEP        

CanvassingCanvassing

Home Depot  Home Depot  
Wildfire Prevention WeekWildfire Prevention Week
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Objectives of the WFEP

Swan Valley Public MeetingSwan Valley Public Meeting Lava Ranch Annual MeetingLava Ranch Annual Meeting

Present Firewise talks to homeowners 
and various organizations

WFEP        

Provide free  Provide free  
wildland fire wildland fire 
home evaluationshome evaluations

Objectives of the WFEP

Conduct fire hazard 
surveys for local fire 
departments using:

RedZone Software

WFEP        

GIFF and WFEP Collaborate

• National Fire Plan (2000)

• Healthy Forest Initiative (2002)

• Fuel Reduction Demonstration 
Project in Johnny Creek (2002)

• Portneuf West Bench Fuels 
Reduction Project (2003)

• GIFF Mitigation Activities
WFEP        
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Fuel Reduction Demo Project

• Summer 2002 in Johnny Creek Area
• SCA Fire Education Corps, 17 organizations, 

and many volunteers
• Used Firewise principles to create 

defensible space

Portneuf Fuel Reduction Project

• Began in 2003
• Result of Healthy Forest Initiative

– Pilot project
• 35 projects completed
• Portneuf fuels projects ongoing
• Set the stage for increased Firewise 

education and fuel reduction on   
private lands

Forest Service – Portneuf ProjectBLM – Portneuf Project

• Last year the first fuel reduction cost 
share project was completed 

• Since 2001, 1,200 homes canvassed 
and 214 home evaluations completed

Working with Private Landowners

• Since 2003, 1,535 RedZone Surveys 
completed

• Since 2002, 5 multi-home fuel 
reduction projects have been 
completed in the Johnny Creek area

BEFOREBEFORE AFTERAFTER

Four multiFour multi--home projects in home projects in 
2003 and 20042003 and 2004
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Firewise Column

Since 2003, has provided homeowners 
with information on various issues 
relating to wildfire

Homeowner Participation

• Several programs allow homeowners 
to perform fuel reduction activities on 
their own

Certificate Number________________

 
Fuel Reduction Project:  To assist private property owners with reduction of flammable 
vegetation – i.e. brush, trees, tree limbs and weeds.  No material larger than 1 foot in 
diameter.    This certificate is to allow private property owners to dispose of flammable 
vegetation at the Bannock County Landfill and have the normal landfill charge waived.  
This certificate is to be used only in conjunction with fuel reduction projects in Bannock 
County.    Certificate will be good for two weeks of issuance. 
 
Date:________________.   Authorizing individual_______________________________
 
Signature of landowner_____________________________________________________
 
Address of landowner______________________________________________________
(landowner will need to furnish identification at landfill) 
 
Authorizing Fire District____________________________________________________
 
 
Please tie loads or cover loads.   County Ordinance requires loads be secured so as 
to not scatter litter along roadways! 
 
Please do not start a fire!  Cutting trees, tree limbs, or brush with cutting equipment 
can cause a spark from hitting a hard object.  Also when operating cutting 
equipment that has a gasoline engine, a piece of ignited carbon can come out of the 
exhaust.  These things can easily start a fire in dry grass or brush.  If you are not 
prepared with a bucket of water nearby along with a shovel – or a hose (with water 
turned on) and a shovel the fire could quickly spread beyond your control.  If using 
a hose – please test to see that hose will easily reach to where you are working and 
have it nearby with a nozzle that can be quickly turned on.    If a fire should occur – 
quickly try to extinguish with water and shovel and have someone notify the Local 
Fire Department by calling 911. 
 
 

– Bannock County Landfill  
Certificate

– Lava Ranch Chipping  
Project

– Pocatello Fire Dept  
Chipper

GIFF Mitigation Activities

• Adopt 2003 International Fire Code

• Appendix – Wildland Interface Code
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GIFF Mitigation Activities

• Water supplies
• County Wide Mutual Aid

GIFF Mitigation Activities

• Public Outreach
• Expansion of GIFF
• Assisting Large 

Land Owners
• Biomass 

Utilization

GIFF Mitigation Activities

• Partnership with 
Homeland Security and 
Insurance Companies

• Working with Bannock 
County LEPC

• Bannock County 
Comprehensive Fire 
Mitigation Plan
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Bannock County Road and Bridge Project

Johnny Creek Firewise/USA 
Community

• 2003/2004 Neighborhood Meetings

• 2003/2004 Fuel Reduction Projects

• 2003 Homeowner Barbeque

• Johnny Creek Firewise Community 
Committee

• Johnny Creek Firewise Community 
Plan

• Received status in January of 2005
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• Establishing Firewise Communities in 
other County areas

• Work going on in other areas of the 
County

• Southeast Idaho extremely fire-prone

Moving Into Other AreasPocatello Creek

• WFEP coordinating with Bingham and 
Power Counties and Fort Hall

Spider FireHarkness Fire

Questions


